
Land and People; Papers in Memory of John G. Evans (eds Michael J. Allen, Niall 
Sharples & Terry O’Connor); Oxford: Prehistoric Society Research Paper 2 (Oxbow 
Books) 
 
Land & People; papers in memory of John G. Evans is published by the Prehistoric Society n 
partnership with The Conchological Society of Great Britain & Ireland on 3rd September 
2009. 
 
This volume is dedicated to John Evans in celebration of his contribution to conchology and 
environmental archaeology. John was the leading proponent of land snail analysis in 
archaeology having published his seminal book Land Snails in Archaeology in 1972 and an 
appreciation of him was published in J. Conch. 2006, no.29. Indeed one of the last public 
meetings he attended was one our meetings in February 2005 when the lecture was on 
‘Molluscs in Archaeology’ by Mike Allen. This new book papers cover many aspects of 
research he engaged in during his career; typically a number of papers relate to land snails 
and marine shells, but a series of other aspects of prehistoric environmental archaeological 
and ideas of texture and social order are considered. Two papers provide key discourse in 
significantly developing and revising John’s work on the chalkland. 
 
Papers by Paul Davies and Mark Robinson examine land snails in particular, with Paul 
discussing the nature of modern recording and ecology of woodland and Mark examining the 
palaeoecology of Ena montana. Palaeoecological sequences of land snails are discussed 
from Roman colluvium at Rock Roman villa on the Isle of Wight by George Speller, Richard 
Preece and Simon Parfitt, and from sediment cores from mire in Orkney by Terry O’Connor 
and Jane Bunting.  Data derived from land snail evidence provide the basis of arguments of 
prehistoric land-use of the chalkands of southern England by Mike Allen and Julie Gardiner, 
and to a lesser extent by Charly French. Land snails were used in some of the preliminary 
work examining the prehistory of the Wylye valley, Wiltshire (Gardiner & Allen). 

Marine shells, in the form of prehistoric middens, are discussed to examine continuity and 
change in the Mesolithic – Neolithic of the west coast of Scotland, by Nicky Milner and Oliver 
Craig. Their study included isotope and radiocarbon analysis of the shells. 

These chapters cover geographical, methodological and thematic areas that were of interest 
to, and had been studied by, John Evans. In some instances papers have been inspired by 
John’s approaches to landscape and landscape analysis and their application to new or 
wider areas than John himself studied in detail. Others take forward, re-examine or elaborate 
on some of his specific theories and interpretations, looking at new or improved datasets. As 
a collection, the papers in this volume provides a diverse and cohesive picture of how 
archaeological landscapes are viewed within current research frameworks and approaches, 
while also paying tribute to the innovative and inspirational work of one of the leading 
protagonists of environmental archaeology and the holistic approach to landscape 
interpretation. 

The volume will be launched at the AEA 30th Anniversary Conference in York on 3-5th 
September 2009. 
 
Full details and order forms can be downloaded from our website, or the Prehistoric Society 

website (www.prehistoricsociety.org) 



Contributors: Michael J. Allen, Martin Bell, M. Jane Bunting, Oliver E. Craig, Paul Davies, 
Jane Downes, Andrew Fleming, Charles French, Julie Gardiner, Neville Gardiner, Frances 
Healy, Richard Jones, Steve Mills, Nicky Milner, Jacqueline A. Nowakowski, Terry O’Connor, 
Simon A. Parfitt, Aikaterini K. Paschali, Richard C. Preece, Mark Robinson, Niall Sharples, 
George R. Speller and Alasdair Whittle. 

 



                                                                                                             

Land and People: papers in memory of John G. Evans 
eds, Michael J. Allen, Terry O’Connor & Niall Sharples 

 
PART 1: JOHN ENVIRONMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY, EXPERIMENT AND 

PHILOSOPHY 
1.   Professor John Gwynne Evans, 1941~2005 Aka ‘Snails’ Evans – an appreciation. By 

MICHAEL J. ALLEN 
2.   Culture and Environment; mind the gap. By TERRY O’CONNOR 
3.   ‘We opened up a really nice porcelain door handle’. By STEVE MILLS 
4.   Experimental archaeology: changing science agendas and perceptual perspectives. By 

MARTIN BELL  
 
PART 2: TREES AND CHALKLAND 
5.   If you go down to the woods today; a re-evaluation of the chalkland postglacial woodland 

or grassland; implications for prehistoric communities. By MICHAEL J ALLEN and 
JULIE GARDINER 

6.   Land snails and woodland clearances: modern ecological studies and their archaeological 
implications. By PAUL DAVIES and NEVILLE GARDNER 

7.   Peopling the landscape; prehistory of the Wylye valley, Wiltshire. By JULIE GARDINER 
and MICHAEL J ALLEN 

8.   A landscape tale of two soil histories in lowland zones of England: the fen-edge of 
Cambridgeshire and the downland of Cranborne Chase. By CHARLES FRENCH 

9.   Cows in the Wood. By FRANCES HEALY  
 
PART 3: COASTS AND ISLAND 
10.   Living in the Sands - Bronze Age Gwithian, Cornwall, revisited. By JACQUELINE A. 

NOWAKOWSKI 
11.  The construction of barrows in Bronze Age Orkney – an ‘assuagement of guilt’? By JANE 

DOWNES 
12.   On the islandness of St Kilda. By ANDREW FLEMING 
13.   Beaker settlement in the Western Isles. By NIALL SHARPLES 
 
PART 4: ARCHAEOLOGY, SNAILS AND SHELLS 
14.   Environmental change in an Orkney wetland: plant and molluscan evidence from 

Quoyloo Meadow. By TERRY O’CONNOR and M. JANE BUNTING 
15.   Mysteries of the middens: change and continuity across the Mesolithic Neolithic 

transition, By NICKY MILNER and Oliver E. CRAIG  
16.   Environmental Archaeology of the Roman villa at Rock, Brighstone, Isle of Wight. By 

GOERGE R. SPELLER, RICHARD C. PREECE and SIMON A. PARFITT 
17.   Ena montana. By MARK ROBINSON 
 
PART FIVE:  PEOPLE, PROCESS AND SOCIAL ORDER 
18.   As we were saying: connecting people and places. By ALASDAIR WHITTLE  
19.   Manure and the Medieval Social Order. By RICHARD JONES 
20.   The social face of threshing floors. By AIKATERINI K. PASCHALI 
 


